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Evaluating Educational Technology 

• eBook 



Interactive 
Toolkit 



Selecting 
Appropriate 
Educational 
Technology 

• Goals 
• Technology 
• Content 



Learning Goals 

• Approaches to 
Learning 

• Cognitive 
• Social-Emotional 



Is this 
content… 

• Worthwhile? 
• Appropriate? 
• Relevant? 



Educational Value 

# 



Age-Appropriate 
• Subject Matter 
• Skill Level 
• Interest & Appeal 
• Free of Bias 



Child 
Friendly 



Captures 
Engagement 



Assessment & Progress Monitoring 

 

 

 

 



Progress 
Monitoring 
To Meet 
Individual 
& Group 
Needs 



 

 

 

Additional 
Features 



Sheingold & Hadley, 1990 

Takes time to 
fully support 
children’s 
learning 



Sustained Staff Development: 
Bringing It All Together 

Adapted from Mishra & Koehler, 2006 



Teacher 
Training = 

1) Interactions 
2) Constructivist Ideas 
3) Scaffolding 

Shute & Miksad, 1997  

Increased 



Interactive 
Toolkit 



Evaluating Educational Technology 

• eBook 



What Does Using  
Technology Look Like for You? 

• How are you using technology with early 
learners? 

• What is really working great? 

• Where are there challenges? 

• How do you see your  

    technology use changing  

    in the future? 



NAEYC /Rogers Center Technology 
Position Statement Guiding Principle 

Effective uses of technology and media are: 

• active 

• hands-on 

• engaging 

• empowering  

• give the child control 

• provide adaptive scaffolds to ease task 
accomplishment 

• one of many options to support children’s learning 



Summary 

• Research supports young children can benefit from 
using educational technology 

• But it must be of high quality and developmentally 
appropriate 

• There are key aspects that must be considered 

• Doing so in a thoughtful, intentional, and regular 
manner will help practitioners make the best decisions 
for early learners 

http://www.hatchearlychildhood.com/pages/evaluating-
technology-for-early-learners 
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Q & A 



Good places for social connections 

• http://www.ecetech.net/ 

• LinkedIn: Early Childhood Technology Network 

• Twitter: #ecetechchat 

– Every Weds. night @ 9 EST 

Special Announcement 
http://www.ecetech.net/about/early-childhood-technology-collaborative/ 

Early Childhood Technology Today Survey 2012 

OPEN NOW!!  

http://www.ecetech.net/


Where we will be next….. 

• National Head Start Association Conference April 
18 in Nashville 
– Using Technology to Support Social-Emotional 

Development in Young Children 

• McCormick Center for Early Childhood Leadership 
Connections Conference May 10-12 in Chicago 
– Evaluating Educational Technology in Early Childhood 

• International Society for Technology in Education 
(ISTE) Conference June 25 in San Diego 
– School Readiness: Outcomes and Approaches 

Please turn in your 
Conference 
Connections Card! 

We’d like to 
stay in 
touch….. 


